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Portable Brookstested hyperbaric device saves lives
r€qutr€ prddged tr€srs|t, For aviqtors. thls can
culr in a signlfic€nt loss of alylng rire.

While <bcompressaon slct('r€sc is not pervasive
within ttE ArrFd Forc€s, it claiB <l@6 oi vic-

"We average 45 cases a y€r," sid Dr. Wrlght,
returing to thos€ tiat sre repo.tld. Historically.
aviat4.s tEve ben reluctant to report sr'r5pet4l
c€ses ot de(DnroBsion sickrEss.

"ln p63t studles, 80 pemsn of (bdrtPreision slck-
ness In U-2 pr lots rent unr€pd.t€d. ltpy dridnt want
to b€ grouffbd,' eid Dr. Wright.

Durhg World War ll, 1 7 vi.:tire or decornpressron
sickness dled dr of approximatery 17,mo €s€€ that
were reponed. She WWll. a. 6timated 3,OOO
cases ol der:do6sion 5ickn6s worldurlde tEre
b€en rE o.ted in rhe Aif Fq@.

In ajo'nr initiative by OF Alr Force and Navy,
the de!€lopmnt and fielding of th€ EEHS has rEd
an etrect on th€ llying and diving communlties.
'Wew deverop€d a treatment Prot@or (thrcugh

EEH9 trEr encourages them to r€pat cass or de-
comF€ssion sickrEss," Dr- w'igfrt not€d.

The devic€ ftat @.al organiatios have b€6t
uslng slrEe 2Om is ttE H)'Ferlite, cornrrerclally de_
Eloped by u|e Londm, Englard-bas€d SOS LimlEd,
Serected rhrdgh a foreign @mp€ratjve testlng prc-
gram, ttE H)'p€rlite was te*€d br aar mrthi|gs by
USAFSAM thai led to the (bvrces ce.nfr€t|on in
2m.

Co€.itE $7O,0@ per unlt, the collapsible and pres-
5urized EEHS is i.balty sited tur ue aboard C-17
6i6sft. Its C-'17 u* has alld{ed airffi to flv at
norrol altitld€6, saving tie and tuel,

B€rore the advent or ttE E EHS, C-l 7s tmnsDott-
rng de.impEdor| sickrpss patieiis had to fly at
much l*F altitudE to Drevent the* vietire from
suftu.ing medic€l compllcaraons, explained Dr,

Tt|e EEHS u€es oxygBn generated by the same
rmleulsr sieve technologDf emPloyed by military
alftratdson B@rd Orygh G6EradrE SFer6, ffi-
monly knc ,n as OBOGS. A minhurn of b^D uained
p*ssiffils can operae an EEHS, usualry6 nbhtsur-
gdr arid ptD'siologjst/pt!6iologf technlctan,

"Wew trained about 50 p6ple in EEHS op€ra-
riffi," s ld Dr. Wrght, r€tffirE to ITSAFSAM tm In.
lrE that tEs been conducEd at Ar. Fo€ and l'lavy
insrallationi wher€ EEHS unlts are in op€ratlon.
inctuding Fatrchard Air Fo@ Bae, Wash,; B€le
AFB, Calit; Hlckam Field, HMii 6rdJohnston At ll
in ttE Pscinc Oc?an.

the Nayy olflns rrE bulk of EEHS unrts. w'th Air
Combdt Command h€vrng the rojority d Alr Force
unir3. USAFSAM. Alr Force Sp€clal Opdatio6 Com-
rnarxt and Paciric Air Force Commnd are arcng
otlEr Air Force trgEnizatiorrs tfEt tEE EEHS units-
"The C@st Guard $iEs the rict (military orgonlz€-
rrd) ro ge. the EEHS U,€ yeaF ago," 5id Dr. Wrlght'
nding that ffi tlp U.S, Army fEs lm.

Besi<les decompresslon sickn6s, EEHS unlts
also can b€ u*d ro t@t arterial gas €rnbolrsrn, adte
btood toss. crush injuri6, bum3 and bacterlal in-
fectron. The Air Fo@ en u* tne €EHS to suPPort
a v€rlety of missids inciudhg hlgh altrtude oFera-
tioB, mass casualty respon*, sP€cial operatlons
ard chni@|, biologrcal and nEl€r watfare r€-

311th HM sF aB wbq

A ponable hyprbaric d6rice th€t Brooks scle.-
tisrs rested 5rd delop€d a Eaining program lor ls
hding a positire impact d Air Force aelorn€dlcal
e€dJation op€Etions as wll as bol.tering Delense
and HorEland Security Depa.srts Epdbility to
rapidly and sfdy transport victims of decomp.e

Called the Emerg€ncy Evacuarim Hyp€rbaric
SrEtctEr, this port6bl€, s|r|gb-p€tlent hyperbaric
chamber is being us€d by the a€rorvpdlc€l er.acua-
tlon community from a'l branch€s of tunerlc€'s
ArrEd Sedic6. In a re.ent case, U.S. Alr Fo@
Sc+Fol of l€rospace lvledrcirp-t ained EEHS opera-
tffi helFd save the llf€ ol€ 6&)/ea.{ld clvl lian diw
victiml4d by (bcomFessloh sicknBs du.ing a Pa-
ciftc Oc€€n 'nciderr.

'lt ms cbvelop€d in r€sponse to ne€ds expr€ss€d
in 1997 by rhe U.S. ib!y, U.S. C€st Gu6rd, MSA,
the U-2 comunity ard Special Forces," said Col.
(Dr.) Jgmes Wrrght, forme. Clinic€l Investiqation
BEnch chi€t for USAFSAM'S Davls Htp€rbarrc bbo-
.6tory. He explalned that their rEed w€s primarily
b6s€d m findlng a tEEitional tt?lvr€nt pr.)tlEl
whire uanspordng vl.rrm of (bcompGion sicl(-
n6s to fixed h)'perbaric facllities.

'The sootp. a victim is treted 60r dffip|€g
sion sickness, tlE ls ffi tlE {rEdiel} @ndi-
tion will becom€ and the mre likely tle patient
will t€ve favorable results,' Dr. Wrlght sald.

Deompresston stckness ts potemratty faral. lr
can l€d tD a host of debilltating iQju.les that €n


